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The Contents. 

A Confirmatm of the former Account puching the /^te Earth- 
quake near Oxford , and the Concomitants thereof^ by 
Mr. Boyle, Some Obfervations and DireSiiom about the 
Barometer, communicated by the fame Hand, General 
Heads for a Natural Hiftory cf a Country , fmall or 
great , propofed by the fame. An Extract of a Letter., 
mitten from Holland, about Preferving Ships from be- 
ing Worm-eaten. An Account of Mr. Boyle's lately 
publifh't Tra^., entitukd^ The Origine of Forms and 
Qadimesjlluftrated by Confideratiom and Experiments. 

A Cepfirmathn (f the former Account touching the late Earth- 
quake near Oxford, W the Concomitants thereof. 




tj^^pMj His Confirmation cam 

Mr Boyle in a Letcer-jto the fubli^er, as fd 
loweth: 



from the Noble 



As to the Earth- qtiake^y out ciiriofity about 

itmakesmefony, that, chough I think, I 

was thefirft, that gave notice of it to feveral 

of the Vinuofizi Oxford; yet the Account, 

can fend you about ir, is not fo much of the Thirig it (t.\^^ 

Bb as 
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as of the Changes of the Air, that accompanied it. To inform yoa 
of which, I muft relate to you , that riding one Evening fome- 
what late betwixt Oxford Sc a Lodging,! have at g place, 4.milcs 
diftant from it , the weather having been for a pretty while 
Frofty, I found the Wind fo very cold , that it reduced me to 
put on fome defenfives againft it, which I never fince, nor, if I 
forget not , all the foregoing part of the Winter was obliged 
fo make ufc off. My unwiUingnefs to flay long in fo trouble- 
forae a Cold^which continued very piercing, till I had got half 
way home-ward , did pilt me upon galloping at no very lafy 
rate ; and yet^ before I could get to my Lodgings, I found the 
Wind turned,and felt the Rain falling ; which, confidering the 
fliortnefsof the time, and that this Accident was preceded by 
a.fetled Frofl , was furprifing to me > and induced me to men- 
tion it at my return , as one of the greateftand fuddaineft Al- 
terations or Air , I had ever qbferv'd : And what changes I 
found, have been taken notice of in the Gravity of the j^t- 
mo/phere at the fame time by that Accurate Obfervcr * Dr.^ 

* Sei Num. 10. Phil. Tranf. ^f"''' "^^V^'^J] fufpeded nothing 

aftions ;. 1 66 - 171 -, at the °^ ^"^^ f°''OW ° ' ^s I fuppofc, he 

time efthe printing rvhsreof^thii ^as Crc this told you himfclf. $oon 

Relation of yWr.Boyle v^asmt after , by my guefs about an hour, 

jet cane to hand. there was a manifeft Trembling m 

a. J ,. , ■ r ^^'^ Houfe where I was (which 

i.ands high in comparifon of Oxford.) But k was not there fo 
great, but that I , who chanced to have my thoughts bufied e- 
Bough on other mattersjthan the weather,fhould not have taljjen 
notice of It as an Earth-quake, but have imputed it to fome o- 
thercaufe, jf one, that youknow, whofehand is employed in 
this Paper, and begins to be a diligent obferver of Natural 
things, Jiadnotadvertis'd me of ir. as being taken notice of by 
Bimandthe refl of the people of the Houfe. And foon after 
there hapned a brisk Storm : whereupon Ifenttomake inquiry 
at a place call'd Brill, which flanding upon a much higher 
ground, 1 fuppofed might be more obnoxious to the effecSs of 
Che Earth.quake (of which^ had I had any fufpition of it my ha- 
vmg formerly been in one neer the Lacus Lemanus, would have 
made me the moce obfervant: ) But the perfon I fent to, being 

difabled 
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difabled by ficknefs to come over to me (whiek he promis'd to 
do, as foon as he could) writ me only a Ticket , whofe fubftance 
was. That the Earth- qua^ was there much more confiderable, 
than where Hedged, and that at a Gentlcmans houfejwhom he 
names fthemoft noted PerfoDjit feems,of the neighbourhood) 
the Houfe trembled very much, fo as to make the Stones mani- 
feftly to move to and fro in the Parlour , to the great amaze- 
ment and fright of all the Family. The Hill, whereon this 
Br/V/ftandSjIhaveobferv'd tobe very wellftor'd with Mineral 
fubftances of fcveral kinds 5 and frotn thence 1 have been in- 
form'd by others , that this Earth-quake reach'd a good many 
miles ; but I have neither leafure , nor inclination to entertain 
you with uncertain reports of the Extent and other Circum- 
ftances, efpecially fince a little further time an inquiry may en- 
able me to give you a better warranted account. 

Some Ohfervations and DlreSiions about the Barometer, com- 
municated ly the fame Hand^ to the Author cfthi6 Trad, 

Thefe Ihallbcfetdown, as they came to hand in another 
Letter i vtdel. 

As to the J?«r(;/«£^nV<//Obfervations(as for brevities fake I ufe 
to call them)though you * guclTed 

aright J that, when 1 faw thofe of * See Num. 9. of the Phil. 
the Learned and Inquifitivc Dr. Tranfaft.p.isp. fk/4/?para- 
Beak, I had not Mine by me , ( for S'^'P''- 
Heft them, fbme years fince, in the 

hands of a Virtuofb , nor have I now the leafure to look after 
thofe Papers ; ) yet fince by the Communication , you have 
made publick, 'tis probable„that divers Ingenious men will be 
invited to attempt the like Ohfervations, I fliall (uotwithftand- 
ing my prcfent hafle) mention to you fome particulars , which 
perhaps will not appear unfeafonable, that came into my mind 
upon the reading of what you have prefented the Curious. 

When I did, as you may remember , fome years agoe, pub- 
lickly cxprefs and defire that fome Inquifitive men would 
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